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to make his concept of Maya intelligible to the world. Suffice
it to state that the relation of the Absolute and the world sim-
ply defies our comprehension.

Though we should not hold Shankara responsible for the
confusion found in the mind of an average man regarding
Maya, it has to be conceded that the ordinary people have
this idea somehow present in their mind that the world is
just an illusion. When an average man who has not been able
to rise to the height of self-realization utters such opinion,
that is bound to affect the smooth transaction of our daily
routine life. It may raise some ethical problems too. I think
that the term Lila is free from this weakness.

According to the Bhagavata, the Supreme creates the world
of our Lila (1-1-17). He accepts Prakrti, the organ of crea-
tion by Ula (3-26-4). The immense creations of the deities,
seers, animals, birds, men etc. are because of Ula. (6-9-26).
But what is meant by Lila ?

Ordinarily by Lila is meant 'play*. Play is 'activity pursued
for its own sake as activity and without regard to any value
in the product.' (Education : Its Data And First Principles,
by Percy Nunu, 3rd edition, p. 86). Play has a spontaneity
which is not determined by any objective and is an expression
of joy and freedom." "Lila or sport brings out the rationality",
asserts Radhakrishna, "the freedom and the joyous exercise
of spontaneity involved in the art of creation" (The Hindu
View of Life p. 50). Just as a place of art is the creation of
the Supreme Artist. The evolution of the world of nama-nipa
(name and shape) is the evolution of infinite forms of beauty
from the infinite Beauty. The creative activity of the Supreme
in the world of space and time is a rhythmic symphony. View-
ed from this aesthetic angle, the problems of evil and sin,
misery and pang characterizing this universe never arise.

Why should any one complain about the agony tod misery ?
One is just playing a role of that type in this g*eat dismay of